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RESPONSE 

In response to the Office Action of October 6, 2003, Applicants hereby 
elect the invention of Group I, including claims 1-3 and 18-20 for further 
prosecution. It is respectfully pointed out that claims 10-12 were improperly 
grouped in Group III, claims 7-1 1 , and were improperly grouped in Group IV, 
claims 8, 12 because these claims 10-12 are directed to a lytic reagent 
composition and are not directed to a kit. As such, claim 10-12 more properly 
belong with claims 1-3 and 18-20 directed toward a stromatolysing reagent, 
which is another name for a lytic reagent. Accordingly, it is strongly urged that the 
formulation of the restriction requirement be redrawn so that Group I includes 
claims 1-3, 10-12 and 18-20. 
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